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PILGRIMS OF HOPE 2025 THE JUBILEE PRAYER 
Father in heaven, 

may the faith you have given us in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother, 

and the flame of charity enkindled in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 

reawaken in us the blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom. 

May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel. 

May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the whole cosmos in 

the sure expectation of a new heaven and a new earth, when, with the powers of 

Evil vanquished, your glory will shine eternally. May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, 

Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the treasures of heaven. 

May that same grace spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer throughout the earth. 

To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise for ever. 

Amen 

 

Welcome to the 2025 school year! I am both excited and honoured to step into the role of 

Principal at St Mary’s Primary School following Kitty Hancock. Kitty’s unwavering focus on the 

students at the heart of every decision has fostered significant growth in our school community, 

and I am committed to continuing this important work. I am eager to collaborate with our 

outstanding teachers and staff to ensure that this momentum of growth continues in the year 

ahead. It was a joy to meet so many of the students and families in the playground last Thursday 

and Friday, and I look forward to deepening my connections with the St Mary’s community 

throughout the year. 

 

Last week, we celebrated the beginning of the educational journey for our 22 Foundation students 

and their families, as well as welcoming new students in other year levels. The Year 6 students 

were excited to meet their Foundation buddies, offering support to help make their transition into 

school life as smooth as possible. I would also like to acknowledge the dedication and skill of 

Miss Carolyn Deith and Mrs Sonia Rinaldo in the Foundation classroom, who ensured that the 

first day went off without a hitch. 

 

This year is a special Jubilee year, a "holy year" in the life of the Church, celebrated once every 

25 years. The official prayer for this Jubilee, “Pilgrims of Hope,” calls on us to embrace faith, 

charity, and hope in anticipation of God’s Kingdom. It invites transformation, grace, and the 

nurturing of the Gospel’s seeds in our hearts, while seeking the intercession of the Blessed Mary 

throughout the year. 

 

We also celebrated the launch of Magnify Sandhurst, an exciting new 

Learning and Teaching initiative across the Sandhurst Diocese. St Mary’s 

marked the occasion with a staff morning tea, featuring our very own 

“Magnify cake.” This initiative aims to enhance our educators' professional 

skills through evidence-based learning and collaboration, ensuring that 

every student experience significant growth. Magnify Sandhurst will build 

on the great strides we have made in recent years and further strengthen the 

incredible school improvement journey we’ve embarked upon. 

 

As I begin my second week as Principal, I encourage you to come and introduce yourself to me in 

the playground. I’m continuing to work towards my goal of learning all the students' names by 

Easter, and I would love the opportunity to meet as many of you as possible. 

 

God Bless, 

 Andrea 

School Notices 
Yard Supervision: 

Morning:  8:30 - 8:55am 

Afternoon: 3:20 -3:35pm 

  

Bell Times: 

School Begins 8:55am 

Recess:  11:10–11:30am 

Lunch: 1:30 -2:20pm 

Finish: 3:20pm 

 

Student Absences: 

Please phone the office 

by 9:00am if your child 

will not be at school on 

57 521808. 

Or mark absence on 

PAM. 

 

 
TERM 1 2025 

28th January 2025 

Staff Return 

4th April 2025 

TERM 2 

28th April 2025 

4th July 2025 

TERM 3 

21st July 2025 

19th September 2025 

TERM 4 

6th October 2025  

16th December 2025 

Students Last Day 

19th December 2025 

Staff Last Day 

 

MASS TIMES 

Myrtleford 

Saturday @ 6:00pm 

Sunday   @ 9.00am 

Bright 

Sunday  @ 11:00am 

St Patricks Whorouly 

Last Sunday of the 

Month  @ 5:00pm 

 

 Click on the link 

 

mailto:principal@smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057649051178


MOBILE PHONES AND SMARTWATCHES 
At the end of 2024, Catholic Education Sandhurst issued an updated policy regarding mobile phones and smartwatches. To 

support the implementation of this policy, those student with mobile phones will continue to hand in their device at the office 

before school and collect their it at the end of the day.  

The main change outlined in the policy is the inclusion of smartwatches. Students can wear the watches but will need to disable 

the device during the school day. If a student doesn’t follow this direction, they will be asked to hand the device into the office for 

the remainder of the day and parent/carers will be contacted. 

To read the updated policy click on the below link.  (There will also be an attached policy with the newsletter email.) 

 

CES Ltd Student Use of Personal Devices Policy 

 

REDUCED FEES FOR HEALTHCARE CARD HOLDERS (CSEF FUNDING) 
Families holding healthcare cards are encouraged to complete the CSEF form to access the fee support payment for 2025.  The 

form is attached at the end of this newsletter.  Please complete and return to the office.  If you need more information regarding 

this please call or come and see Rachael in the office.   

 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS  
Parent/Teacher Interviews are being held on Tuesday 25th February and Wednesday 26th February. We encourage you to 

participate and take this opportunity to get to know your child’s teacher. A letter will come home tomorrow with all the details.  

 

WHOOPING COUGH 
There has been a rise in the number of reports of Whooping 

Cough cases in the Alpine region. To ensure the St Mary’s 

community remain safe we encourage that you read the 

information on the attached flyer at the back of the newsletter.  

We would also encourage any symptomatic students are taken to 

the GP for testing and kept home until results are returned. 

 

EXTREME HEAT  
We will continue to follow the extreme heat timetable. We will 

monitor the weather conditions daily, to determine if it is safe for 

children and staff to be outside at the second break. 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
At St Mary’s when your child has a birthday they can wear casual clothes for the day. If their birthday falls on a weekend or 

school holidays, they can wear it on the first day back at school.  They also get a birthday card presented to them at our fortnightly 

assemblies.  Families are welcome to come along to our Assemblies.  

 

SIGNING YOUR CHILD IN & OUT & LATE TO SCHOOL PROCESS 
All Children who arrive at school after 8:55am or leave school before 3:20pm MUST 

be signed in/out at the office.  If for any reason, you need to take your child out of 

school during school hours, please come to the office to sign your child out.  

 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
If your child is absent from school for any reason, it is vital that you notify the school 

prior to 9am, giving the reason for the absence (e.g. If your child is sick, attending an 

appointment, family holiday etc).  This can be done  via a few ways: 

• Mark absence on PAM. 

• Send a note with your child on their return to school, or beforehand if you 

know in advance 

• School answering machine is on out of hours, so you can leave a message on 

57521808 

 

https://www.smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au/parents/policies/110-ces-ltd-student-use-of-personal-devices-policy/file


SCHOOL NEWS 

ST MARY’S NEWSLETTER  
Our fortnightly newsletter is available on: 

• St Mary’s Team App  

• Via e-mail  

• Hard copy on request  

• St Mary’s Website at https://www.smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au/ 

Please let Lucia Southern know if you are not receiving the newsletter via email.  (southern@smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au) 

 

If you have not downloaded Team App please follow the instructions below.  This is what we use to communicate with families. 

 

SCHOOL APP 
The school Team App allows us to inform parents about events that are happening in our school and to send reminders to families 

about upcoming excursions or notes required to be returned to school.  

Follow the steps below to access St. Mary’s Team App: 

1 - Download Team App (http://teamapp.com/app). 

2 - Launch Team App and search for St Mary's Primary School. 

3 - Sign-up to Team App. You'll be sent an email to confirm your registration. 

4 - Search for St Mary's Primary School and request access to group(s) that apply to you. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

FEBRUARY 
Tuesday 11th  Opening School Mass 9:30am St Mary’s  

Wednesday 12th  Foundation Rest Day 

Wednesday 19th  Foundation Rest Day 

Tuesday 25th  Parent Teacher Interviews 3:40pm – 6:00pm 

Wednesday 26th  Parent Teacher Interviews 3:40pm – 6:00pm 

Wednesday 26th  Foundation Rest Day 

MARCH 
Tuesday 4th  Shrove Tuesday/Pancake Breakfast 

Wednesday 5th  Foundation Rest Day 

Wednesday 5th  Ash Wednesday Mass 9am St Mary’s Church 

Monday 10th  Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 18th  School Advisory Council Meeting 6pm  

Tuesday 25th  Athletics Day   

Wednesday 26th  School Photos 

APRIL 
Tuesday 2nd  PUPIL FREE DAY – (Staff Professional Learning Day Wangaratta) 

Professional  Last Day Term 1 

Monday 21st  Easter Monday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 22nd to 

Thursday 24th  

Staff Professional Learning Days - PUPIL FREE DAYS  

Friday 25th  Anzac Day Public Holiday 

Monday 28th Start Term 2  

 

   
 

https://www.smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:southern@smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au
http://teamapp.com/app


 CATHOLIC IDENTITY NEWS 

 

  

OPENING SCHOOL YEAR MASS FOR 2025  
On Tuesday February 11th at 9:30am, the whole school will celebrate the start of the school year with our 

Opening School Year Mass. The Mass is a lovely way to start the school year, and we invite families to attend if they are able.   

  

SHROVE TUESDAY/PANCAKE TUESDAY  
We will be having our annual ‘St Mary’s Pancake Breakfast’ for Shrove Tuesday on March 4th from 8:15am- 8:45am.  This 

special breakfast is also the launch of Project Compassion at our school.   Families are invited to come and join us for a delicious 

breakfast to start the day. Pancakes can be purchased for a gold coin donation.  All money raised from the gold coin donation will 

be collected for Project Compassion.  More information about Project Compassion will be in the next newsletter.  

  

ASH WEDNESDAY MASS  
We will be having our Ash Wednesday Mass on Wednesday March 5th at 9:00am.  This is a 

Parish, Mass and St Mary’s students will be joined by students from Marian College and the 

Parish community.   All families are welcome to attend this important mass for the start of Lent.  

 

Jo-Anne Bennett (Catholic Identity Leader) 

 

JUNIOR NEWS 

  
The JLC students have started the 2025 school year with a huge amount of enthusiasm and positive attitudes. All students have 

settled into their new classes well and are eager to learn.   

  

At 9:30am on Tuesday February 11th, all students will participate in a whole school Mass for the beginning of the school year. All 

families are welcome to attend.  

  

A reminder that Term 1 and Term 4 are terms that students are required to wear their school hat. All students must have a hat on 

to play outside during recess, lunch and sport (“No hat, No play”).  If you could please ensure your child’s hat is clearly labelled, 

we would greatly appreciate it.    

  

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
In Religion, the students in Year 1 and 2 we are exploring the unit “We can pray in different ways”.  

  
TAKE HOME READERS  
The JLC readers are almost ready for our take home reader program. Please ensure your child is bringing their reader bag each 

day for their reader and to take home notes.  

When the readers are ready, the expectation is that all students change their reader in the morning from 8:30am and read before 

going out to play.  

  

FOUNDATION  NEWS 
Congratulations to the foundation students and their families on a smooth start to the year. The students have started to explore 

their new classroom environment and are beginning to mingle with one another.  

 

MESSAGES 
Wednesdays – Rest days are on every Wednesday for the new foundation students until after the long weekend. Your child will be 

required to attend school on a scheduled date for preliminary assessments. I will send home an email with further information 

regarding these appointments.  

  

SPORTS UNIFORM – Foundation students are required to wear their sport uniform on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  

  

DRINKS - Please ensure that your child only brings water to drink at school.  Fruit juice and cordial etc. Is not permitted.  

  

SUNSCREEN - Please make sure your child has got sunscreen on prior to coming to school, or alternatively, leave a tube in your 

child’s bag and the teacher will supervise your child putting it on their face, neck, arms and legs.  

 



    

    

  
 



YEAR 1 NEWS  
The Year 1 students have started the year so well and are so keen to learn. They have certainly hit the ground running. Well done. 

They had a great time working in pairs on Friday in our Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships lesson (RR&RR). The 

students had to work together to balance an eraser on a pencil held between their palms. The concentration and teamwork were 

amazing.   

  
YEAR 2 NEWS 
In Year 2 we have had a wonderful start to the year with amazing learning already happening. Miss Richardson and Miss Martyn 

are so impressed with the way the Year 2s have settled back into school and started the year. We have enjoyed getting started on 

using InitialLit, our literacy program with our story focus on ‘Willy the wimp’ - a very thoughtful and interesting chimpanzee. 

Ask your child what do they know about the words ‘scrawny’ and ‘bulging’?  

  

Students have been introduced to and given access to Numbots, an online program which encourages students to work on 

understanding, recall and fluency in mental addition and subtraction, with the goal of moving students from counting to 

calculating. Year 2s have login cards that were sent home on Wednesday and are welcome to practise from home however it is not 

expected. If you have not received these please email us or contact the office.   

 

  

  

Have a fantastic week,  

Carolyn, Jo, Kelly, Nicole, Anna and Sonia.  

 



MIDDLE NEWS 

 

A huge welcome to our Year 3 students into the Middle Learning Community and to our Year 4 students who have returned to the 

unit this year.  

It’s been a very exciting time being back with friends and classmates and getting back into routine. We’re very proud of our 

students who bring their water bottles and hats without a second thought...it’s just what they do, which is a great habit to have.  

Learning has begun this week and we are so thankful to have our beautiful cool classrooms after the heat outside. We look 

forward to formally meeting parents at the forthcoming meetings in Week 5, but please feel free to come and say hello before 

then.   

 
 

  

   
 

Julie Humphreys, April Nannipieri and Sandra Sharp  

 

SENIOR NEWS 

 

Welcome everyone to the SLC (Senior Learning Community). We are looking forward to a great year. This year we have Ruth 

Lamb in Room 8, Leigh Corcoran in Room 9 and Gab Jackson in Room 10. Adam Davis will be working with Leigh on Fridays. 

If you venture into the unit you will see that we have up graded our TV’s to 65 inch. This will make it easier for all students to 

access and read informtion. The SLC students have been fantastic, wearing correct uniform each day.   

 

 



YEAR 6 T-SHIRTS  
The Year 6 T-shirts look fantastic. A huge thank you to Hannah Wall for all her work to get these ready for the beginning of the 

school year. Attached is a great photo of our Year 6’s modelling their T-shirts. The shirts can be worn at all times. The boys can 

wear their shirts with their grey shorts or sports shorts on a Friday and the girls can wear them over their dresses, with their blue 

shorts or with the sports shorts.   

 
BUDDIES  
Our Year 6’s have been great with their buddies, sitting and having recess and lunch meals with them. They are making sure they 

are aware of where they should be and playing with them at recess and lunch if they wish.   

  

MICROSOFT DEVICES – POLICY ADJUSTMENTS  
We expect to roll out our new IT devices within the next couple of weeks. We are waiting for adjustments to be made to the 

policy.   

  

 



TIMETABLE  
The students have all received a timetable and one is attached to this newsletter. The students have: Art on Mondays, Italian and 

Music on Thursday and Sport/PE and Bluearth (a sport program) on Friday.   

  

 



  
 

 
 

 
 



COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

      



 



 


