St. Mary’s Primary School Newsletter

School Notices
Yard Supervision:
Morning: 8:30 - 8:55am
Afternoon: 3:20 -3:35pm

Bell Times:

School Begins 8:55am
Recess: 11:10—11:30am
Lunch: 1:30 -2:20pm
Finish: 3:20pm

Student Absences:
Please phone the office
by 9:00am if your child
will not be at school on
57 521808.

Or mark absence on
PAM.

TERM 1 2026
Friday 30™ January-
2" April

TERM 2

20% April —

26" June

TERM 3

Monday 13% July-
Friday 26™ June
TERM 4

6™ October -

19" December

MASS TIMES
Myrtleford

Saturday @ 5:00pm
Sunday @ 9.00am
Bright

Sunday @ 11:00am
St Patricks Whorouly
Last Sunday of the
Month @ 6:00pm

n Click on the link

43 O’ Donnell Ave.
(P.O. Box 320)
Myrtleford Victoria 3737
Phone: 03 5752 1808
e-mail: principal@smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au
web: www.smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au
Date: 5 February, 2026

Newsletter No: 1 Term: 1- Week: 2

It is with great joy that I welcome you all to the 2026 school year. A warm welcome to our new
Foundation students and their families as they begin their primary school journey, and to all new
students joining us across other year levels. We are delighted to have you as part of our St Mary’s
community.

Our year has begun with a wonderful sense of positivity. From day one, our students have shown
enthusiasm, kindness, and a genuine excitement for learning—reflecting the strong community
spirit at the heart of St Mary’s.

This year we are pleased to re-introduce flag-raising on a Monday morning and have also moved
assembly from a Monday to a Friday afternoon in the Nagle Centre. We welcome parents to
attend the flag-raising and our assemblies. Our families are always welcome into our school for
drop-off and pick-up.

Guiding us in 2026 is our CESL theme, “Seek Peace and Pursue It.” This call encourages us to
live out our Presentation Charism with compassion, courage, and a commitment to justice.
Inspired by Nano Nagle, we strive to shine our light for one another and create a school where
every child feels safe, valued, and known.

Thank you for the trust you place in us each day. I look forward to a wonderful year of learning,
growth, and shared celebrations.

God bless,
Andrea ©O’Corwor (Principal)

WELCOME NEW STAFF

We are pleased to welcome several new teaching staff to St
Mary’s in 2026. Mrs Regina Reynolds-Smith joins us as our
Year 5/6 teacher, who is in her graduate year of teaching
having previously worked in health. Mrs Shara Knobel joins
the specialist team as our Physical Education teacher,
bringing wonderful energy and a passion for sport. We also
welcome Mrs Jenna Zamperoni-Ivone, our new Visual Arts
teacher and co-teacher in 5/6 JI, who brings creativity and a
love of the arts. We are delighted to have them join our
community.

ST MARY'S SPECTALIST PROGRAM

St Mary’s Specialist Program offers students rich, engaging learning experiences across Science,
The Arts, Italian, and Physical Education, supporting the curriculum while nurturing curiosity,
creativity, and confidence.

SCIENCE

Students take part in hands-on investigations across Biological, Chemical, Earth & Space, and
Physical Sciences, developing curiosity, problem-solving skills, and critical thinking.

Teacher: Mrs Kelly Martyn

F-6 | 1 hour weekly

St Mary’s Primary is committed to students experiencing a sense of inclusion that is respectful of their giftedness, abilities,
culture and contexts. Our student’s experience learning and teaching in a child safe environment that is engaging and

liberating.


mailto:principal@smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057649051178

THE ARTS
Through Visual Arts and Performing Arts, students explore creative expression in drawing, painting, sculpture, dance, drama, and
music, building confidence and imagination.
Teachers: Mrs Jenna Zamperoni-Ivone (Visual Art) & Ms Andrea O’Connor (Performing Arts)
e Semester 1: F-2 Visual Arts | 3—6 Performing Arts
e Semester 2: 3—6 Visual Arts | F-2 Performing Arts

ITALIAN

Students learn the Italian language and explore cultural traditions, celebrating the strong Italian heritage of our community.
Lessons build skills in speaking, listening, reading, and writing.

Teacher: Mrs Maria Rinaldi

F-6 | 1 hour weekly

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Weekly PE lessons develop fitness, teamwork, and fundamental movement skills. Students also participate in whole-school
carnivals—Cross Country, Athletics, and Swimming—and have opportunities through School Sport Victoria.

Teacher: Mrs Shara Knobel

F-6 | 1 hour weekly

PRIVATE INSTRUMENTAL LESSON

Students interested in piano or guitar lessons are invited to contact the instrumental music teachers listed for further information
and enrolment.

Akeidha Alexander - akeidhaoceanalex(@gmail.com (Piano)

Perter Humphreys - phumphreys225@yahoo.com.au (Guitar)

Peter Benson — peterbenson397@yahoo.com (Piano Minimal Availability)

CREATIVE HuB

We are excited to be moving into the Creative Hub, a vibrant and contemporary learning space thoughtfully designed within the
original school house. This beautifully redeveloped area brings together our Library, Art Room, Science Room, and Teacher
Professional Learning Space, creating a dynamic environment where curiosity, creativity, and collaboration can flourish. The
blend of heritage character and modern design offers students and staff a warm, inspiring place to learn, create, experiment, and
grow. We look forward to the wonderful learning and exploration that will take place in this shared hub throughout 2026.

The landscaping will commence early Term 1 and is expected to be completed by April.

MASS AND SHARED LUNCH INVITATION - THURSDAY 12™ FEBRUARY 12PM

We warmly invite all families to join us for our Beginning of Year Mass on Thursday 12" February at 12 noon. This special
celebration is a wonderful way to gather as a community, give thanks, and begin the 2026 school year in faith and friendship.

Following Mass, families are invited back to school for a shared lunch with their children. We look forward to welcoming you and
sharing this joyful occasion together.

SAFETY REMINDER - NO LOLLYPOPS OR HARD LOLLIES

A reminder to all families that students are not to bring lollypops or hard lollies to school. These items present a significant
choking risk, particularly during active playtimes and transitions. We appreciate your support in helping us keep all children safe
while at school.

CYBER SAFETY PARENT INFORMATION EVENING - MONDAY 16™ FEBRUARY 5:30PM

Families are warmly invited to attend our Cyber Safety Parent Information Evening on Monday, 16" February at 5:30pm in
the Creative Hub.

We are pleased to welcome Senior Constable Hayley MacDonald from Victoria Police, who will lead an informative session for
parents. She will share practical strategies to support families in navigating online safety, understanding current digital risks, and
guiding children to use technology responsibly. This session will provide clear, up-to-date guidance to help parents feel confident
and well-equipped to keep their children safe online.

Parents are encouraged to RSVP on the online form to assist with planning:

St Mary's Cyber Safety Parent Information Evening — Fill in form

ZOOPER DOOPER FRIDAY

Every Friday in Term 1 we sell Zooper Doopers at lunch time. They are 50 cents each.
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SCHOOL NEWS

DATES TO REMEMBER

FEBRUARY

Friday 6™

Assembly Nagle Centre 2:20pm

Wednesday 11t

Foundation Rest Day

Thursday 12%

Beginning of Year School Mass 12:00pm and Family shared lunch. All Families welcome to come along.

Monday 16

Parent Cyber Safe - Night 5:30pm in the Creative Hub

Tuesday 17%

Shrove Tuesday: Pancake Breakfast 8:15am to 8:45am Under the basketball Court

Tuesday 17 &
Wednesday 18

Parent and Teacher Interviews 2:30pm - 6:00pm

Wednesday 18

Ash Wednesday Mass 9am St Mary’s Church

Wednesday 18%

Foundation Rest Day

Friday 20% Assembly 2:20pm Nagle Centre
Tuesdy 24" Parent Information Evening at 6.30pm in the Year 4 room
Tuesday 24 to SLC Canberra Camp
Thursday 26"
Wednesday 25" Foundation Rest Day

MARCH
Wednesday 4 Foundation Rest Day
Wednesday 4" Ovens & Mitta Swimming Competition
Friday 6™ Assembly 2:20pm Nagle Centre
Monday 9™ Labour Day Holiday
Wednesday 11 NAPLAN commences (Year 3 & 5)
Thursday 12% School Photos

Monday 16" to

NAPLAN (Year 3 & 4)

Friday 20

Monday 16" to Project Compassion Water Walk (Lunchtimes)

Friday 20

Friday 20% Assembly 2:20pm Nagle Centre

Monday 23" Harmony Day

Monday 30™ Assembly 2:20pm Nagle Centre

Tuesday 31% Reconciliation Celebration at 6:30pm at St Mary’s Church, Myrtleford

APRIL

Wednesday 1

Stations of the Cross Walk & Liturgy Apex Park 9am

Thursday 2™

Easter Bonnet Parade 9am & Easter Raffle Drawn

Thursday 2™

Last Day Term 1 - 2:30pm (Dismissal)

BIRTHDAYS FOR JANUARY AND THIS WEEK




2026 BEGINNING OF YEARMASS
AND SHARED SCHOOL LUNCH

Families are invited to attend our Beginning of
School Mass at St Mary’s Church and
afterwards walk St Mary’s school to share lunch
with your children in our playground.

Date: Thursday 12" February, 2026
Time: 12 noon

BYO Lunch to share with your children (no nuts

@ (03) 5752 1808

((j@ www.smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au @ www.facebook.com/stmarysprimarymyrtleford

& Parent & Friends Meeting - You’re Invited!

We warmly invite all new and existing families to join us for our first Parent and Friends Meeting of
the year!

This is a wonderful opportunity to:

e Meetother parents and carers

e Learn about the events planned for 2026

e Share ideas to support our school community

¢ Helpraise funds that make a real difference for our students

No ongoing commitment is required—come along, listen in, and get involved as little or as much as
you like. Many hands make light work, and even small contributions help us run successful
fundraising activities, including the return of the much-loved School Fete.

Date: 19t February

® Time: 3:45pm

@ Location: Creative Hub
We hope to see you there and look forward to building a fantastic year together!



SCIENCE NEWS

FROM THE SCIENCE ROOM

Welcome back to a new year and an exciting new specialist subject at St Mary’s! I am SCIENCE CLASSROOM
thrilled to be the Science teacher and working with all of our wonderful students. We RULES

are extremely lucky to have our new classroom space in the Creative Hub, which is

already becoming a very popular place to be. B G it

This year at St Mary’s, all classes will have Science as a specialist subject each week, -

right across the school year. o bt et @

R everything.

This term, our focus is on Chemical Sciences, with students exploring the following
topics:

¢ Foundation: What things are made of

e Yearl: Materials and changes “;__7 §

e Year2: Materials and their purpose & your Ciaamates, ond the

e Year3: Heat e
e Year4: Properties of materials

e Year 5/6: States of matter

We’ve had a fantastic first week of lessons—nothing too experimental just yet! Students have learned the expectations of
working in the science space, set up their workbooks, and discussed the topics they’ll be exploring throughout the term.

Kelly Martyn (Science Teacher)

JLC NEWS

Dear Families,

The cooler weather has made our first full week back at school very pleasant and we’d like to welcome all new Foundation
families and new families to our school. We’d especially like to welcome Lachlan Porcellato (Year 1CD) and Tanner
Hinton (Year 2JH) to school. We also welcome Mrs Millar and Miss Richardson to the JLC team this year. We hope you have all
had a wonderful summer holiday break and we’ve loved seeing the students so keen and ready for school.

We welcome you to join us for our whole school Start of Year Mass and shared lunch next Wednesday, February 12 at 12pm if
you are able.

FOUNDATION

How we put our belongings away,
lining up for flag raising ceremony \;
and sitting in class listening to to Mr
Corcoran.




Our Foundation students are settling in well and showing growing confidence each day. Routines and expectations are going well,
and the class is moving more smoothly between activities.
What we’ve been learning...
Reading (InitiaLit):
e  We are learning that words are made from sounds and letters.

Writing (InitialWrite):
e  We are building strong hands for writing and practising the correct pencil grip.

Maths (Ochre):
e  We are building number sense through counting, matching, sorting, and making patterns.
e  We are using hands-on activities to help children explain their thinking and notice patterns.

Inquiry / RE:
e  We have been doing “All About Me” activities to help children share and learn about each other.
e Qur class story this week was How to Catch a Star by Oliver Jeffers.

Routines we’re reinforcing:

e  Arrivals and unpacking: bags away first, then lunchbox, drink bottle, and hat into their zone.
Mat listening: eyes watching, ears listening, and hands still so everyone can learn together.
Attention signals: we are practising our class signals and quick responses to “stop, look, and listen”.
Pack-up: tidy the space, pack bags carefully, and line up calmly when called.
Kind words and hands: gentle hands, friendly words, and using words to solve small problems.
Asking for help: have a go first, then put a hand up and wait patiently.

Wellbeing and friendships:
e  We are practising taking turns, sharing equipment, and including others in play.
e  We are encouraging children to try again when something feels tricky or doesn’t work first time.
e  We are building independence with simple jobs like opening lunchboxes and managing belongings.

Special moments and school life:
e On Monday mornings we join flag raising and sing the national anthem, with Foundation lined up in the front
row.
e  We hope everyone had a chance for a photo at the first day of school backdrop—it looked fantastic.
e  Wednesday is our rest day, giving children a gentler mid-week pace.
e  Students have done a great job completing our baseline screeners—top effort.

How families can help at home:
e  Practise opening lunchboxes and drink bottles so recess and lunch feel easier.
e  Talk through the morning routine: bag away, then lunchbox, bottle, and hat in the right place.
e Encourage your child to pause and listen when you use a simple attention signal at home.

Reminders for next week
e  Blue library bag to be brought to school each day and taken home each day.
e Hats are required in Term 1 and will stay at school once they are here.
e Please send a labelled drink bottle every day.
e Letus know of any start/finish changes (pick-up, bus, or after-school care) in the morning.

Tiredness and big emotions after school are very normal at this time of year. As routines become familiar, most children settle
more each week.

Warm regards,
Leigh Corcoran (Classroom Teacher) and Sandra Sharp (Education Support)

YEAR 1CD

What an amazing transition from foundation to Year One! We have all stepped into Year One without a worry in the world!

LITERACY AND MATHEMATICS

This week we began our literacy sessions, learning about syllables and revising the sounds we already know. We have begun
discussing our storybook that will feature in our weekly storybook lessons. The title is ‘Fang Fang’s Chinese New Year’ which is
fitting as we are learning about Geography (Places) and the celebrations held in these places that are special.

Miss Richardson has started doing screeners on all the Year One students to determine who will be in her intervention groups and
how the groups will be structured.



In Mathematics, we have done some revision and will be working on number lines from 0 — 20 with a particular focus on
number formation. Students will be doing theory components in maths and then doing some hands-on activities. Our next
learning point will be on ‘tallying’.

In Inquiry, we read the story ‘Tiddalik’ to tune the students into the theme of ‘natural places’. We discussed elements of
geography that were in the story and why the frog had to put water into the water holes where he lived. Students have begun
working on a project for this story.

Thank you for the lovely photos of your children during the holidays. We have had lots of fun in the summer break!
Congratulations to Eloise Fitzpatrick who was chosen to flip the coin for the Australian Open Tennis in Melbourne. Finally, a big

congratulations to Levi Gottschling on the birth of his baby sister Lottie. She had her first visit to school yesterday!
bitus ' >

YEAR 2JH

The students have settled beautifully into Year 2 and we have started back into our school routines. The overview of our literacy
and mathematics lessons this week is as follows:

Literacy and Mathematics

Our InitiaLit2 lessons have started with literacy and this week our focus has been:

Reading: Information Texts

Spelling: ai / ay (ai in the middle of words and ay at the end of words)

Grammar: Nouns

Storybook: Willy the Wimp by Anthony Browne

Maths: Place Value — 2 and 3 digit numbers

Inquiry: Geography — The aim is to help students learn about places outside their own community. They will look at how people
and places are connected in Australia and around the world, and how technology affects everyday life.

We have also started with some testing of spelling, writing and will continue other literacy testing next week.

We are excited about sharing the year ahead with you all.

Have a great week ahead!
Leigh, Carolyn, Julie, Nicole, Sandra and Anna

MLC NEWS

MLC students began the 2025 school year with outstanding enthusiasm and wonderfully positive attitudes. It has been great to see
how confidently they have settled into their new classes, already embracing routines and engaging eagerly in their learning.
We look forward to a fantastic year filled with growth, curiosity, and new achievements.

SCHOOL HATS - TERM 1 & TERM 4

A reminder that during Term 1 and Term 4, all students are required to wear their school hat whenever they are outside. In line
with our “No Hat, No Play” policy, students without a hat will need to remain in designated shaded areas during recess, lunch, and
sport. To help avoid mix-ups, please ensure your child’s hat is clearly labelled with their name.

PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS

Parent—Teacher Interviews will take place in the week beginning February 16™. Booking information will be sent out via PAM.
We encourage all families to participate, as these conversations are a valuable opportunity to build strong partnerships and support
students’ learning. More information to come home next week.

TAKE-HOME READERS

Please ensure your child brings their reader bag to school each day for their take-home reader and any notes that may be sent
home. Students are encouraged to read for approximately 15 minutes each night and record their reading in their log.
Reading logs are to be submitted to the teacher each week.

Have a fantastic week,
Kitty, Jo and Sonia



SLC NEWsS

Welcome to the Senior Learning Community for 2026. We start the year with school camp in Canberra, NAPLAN for Year
5's, Care Boxes and our Year 6 students will learn what it is like to be a buddy. Congratulations to our students who have settled
into routines well and are ready to work and learn.

CARE BOXES

Your child may have talked about Care Boxes. This is an activity that we would like the students
to participate in to help others. As you are aware, there are schools and communities that have
been greatly impacted by the fires this summer. We would like to be able to shine a bit of joy on
challenging times for the children and families in these areas. Not only in our prayers but also in
our deeds, we carry out our charism, In Deeds Not Words, where the students will give a care
box for someone who needs it.

The children will use a shoe box and decorate it according to who they are thinking about. Boxes
can be for AFL fans, expectant families, toddlers, kindergarten children, 9 to 12-year-old boys and
girls, grandparents or families with pets. Items in the boxes could be gardening items for a parent,
fidget toys, sports socks, matchbox cars, textas, downball, or books?

We will do this in class, but students can take them home to work on them. The students then
place their items in the box along with a personal letter. This project works best if the students buy
or get items from their own money. Nothing big, the Reject Shop is a great spot, giving up
something (zooper dooper money on Fridays and use that money) and they will be delivered to and
community or school organised by the school leadership.

ASSEMBLY AND FLAG RAISING

The Year 6 students will carry out a flag raising and morning welcome on Monday mornings at
8:55am. The students were shown the correct way to raise the flags, how to treat the flag with
respect and how we will welcome the week. Thank you to Heidi Barry who volunteered to be our
first leader to read The Acknowledgement of Country, Nano Nagle statement and the school
prayer. Thank you to Jasper Noble and Max Dittko who volunteered to be our first flag raisers.
These students will also be our assembly presenters on Friday afternoon.

CANBERRA CAMP

This year we head off to Canberra on Tuesday 24" Wednesday 25" and Thursday 26% . Permission forms and details are
available on PAM. A note will be sent home with the itinerary and a packing list. Please make sure medical information is up to
date. We will be covering the many facets of democracy in class and discussing the emotions that many students
may be experiencing. Please complete this task as soon as possible.

LITERACY

Students will be reading War Horse by Michael Morpurgo. Throughout the unit, they will examine key narrative writing
techniques, explore vocabulary connected to the historical period of the novel, and develop their oral language skills.

MATH

Over the next two weeks, we will be working on interpreting and creating dot plots and line graphs. This will include calculating
the mode and identifying the shape of a data distribution.

RELIGION

This term we will work through two units. We will start with Who Is Jesus in The Gospels? Students will explore the Gospels and
explore the ways each Gospel is written from a different perspective, exploring the ways Jesus carried out his ministry.



Term 1-5/6 RS

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

8:55 - 9:00

Roll, Bus, Prayer, Flag
raisin

Roll, Bus, Prayer

Roll, Bus, Prayer

Roll, Bus, Prayer

Roll, Bus, Prayer

9:00 - 9:15
9:15-10:00

10:00 - 11:00
11:00-11:30

RECESS

11:30-12:30 Performing Art

12:30-1:30 Religion

1:30-2:20

2:20-3:20 Bluearth

Religion Assembly / RRRR

Term 1-5/6)JI

WEDNESDAY

MONDAY
Roll, Bus, Prayer, Flag
raising

TUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Roll, Bus, Prayer Roll, Bus, Prayer Roll, Bus, Prayer Roll, Bus, Prayer

9:15-10:00

10:00 - 12:00 PERFORMING ART

11:00-11:30 RECESS

11:30-12:30

12:30-1:30

2:20-3:20 Bluearth

Religion

Assembly / RRRR

CATHOLIC IDENTITY NEWS

CELEBRATING THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE PRESENTATION SISTERS

CONGREGATION

On Christmas Eve in 1775, in the city of Cork, Nano Nagle and her three companions — Mary Ann Collins, Mary Fouhy, and
Elizabeth Burke — founded a small religious community in response to God’s call. Together, they committed themselves as
consecrated women, dedicated to bringing the light of hope to “a people who walked in darkness.”

What began as a humble act of courage and faith has grown into a worldwide mission of compassion, education, and service.

The Year of Celebration in Honour of the 250th Anniversary will run from 24" December 2025 to 24™ December 2026.
Throughout this year, we look forward to remembering their legacy, honouring their vision, and renewing our commitment to
carrying Nano’s light into the future.

OPENING SCHOOL YEAR MASS FOR 2026

On Thursday 12% February at 12 noon, the whole school will celebrate the start of the school year with our Opening School Year
Mass. The Mass is a lovely way to start the school year, and we invite families to attend if they are able. The Mass will be
followed by a shared lunch.

SHROVE TUESDAY/PANCAKE TUESDAY

We will be having our annual ‘St Mary’s Pancake Breakfast” for Shrove Tuesday on February 17th from
8:15am- 8:45am. This special breakfast is also the launch of Project Compassion at our school.
Families are invited to come and join us for a delicious breakfast to start the day. Pancakes can

be purchased for a gold coin donation.

All money raised from the gold coin donation will be collected for Project Compassion.

More information about Project Compassion will be in the next newsletter.




ASH WEDNESDAY MASS - ST MARY'S PS, MARIAN COLLEGE, AND THE
PARISH COMMUNITY

We will be having our Ash Wednesday Mass on Wednesday February 18" at 9.00am.

This is a parish Mass and St Mary’s students will be joined by students from Marian College and
the parish community.

All families are welcome to attend this important mass for the start of Lent.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM DATES FOR 2026

This program is a Parish based program and anyone within the parish can participate. They do not need to attend St Mary’s
to participate and receive the Sacraments.

RECONCILIATION - Parent Information Evening Tuesday February 24th at 6.30pm in the Year 4 room.
RECONCILIATION CELEBRATION - Tuesday March 31 at 6:30pm at St Mary’s Church, Myrtleford.

CONFIRMATION AND FIRST EUCHARIST - Parent Information Evening Tuesday April 28" at 6.30pm in the Year 4 room.
CONFIRMATION AND FIRST EUCHARIST SACRAMENTAL MASS - Sunday June 21% at 9am

A letter for people to state their intention to participate in the Sacramental Program this year will go home at the start of next
week. If you have any questions or queries, please contact me at the school.

Have a wonderful week,
Jo Bennett (Catholic Identity Leader)

Wanted for PE Department

Clean unused and empty wheelie bins for PE equipment storage.
If anyone has these items and you are happy to donate to the
school, we would be very appreciative.

Shara Knoble (PE Teacher)

COMMUNITY NEWS

- Adventur
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Call Bernadette Hays

Group Leader 1st Myrtleford
0438 403 068
www.scoutsvictoria.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/

MyrtScouts

FOOD, DRINKS AND FAMILY ATMOSPHERE

JUNIOR FOOTBALL & NETBALL REGISTRATIONS

N
MERCHANDISE AND MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE a d

I
COMBINED JUNIOR-SENIOR TRAINING ACTIVITIES \‘ ' l

SENIOR INTRA-CLUB GAME LS, J—
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