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PRINCIPAL MESSAGE  
As we enter our final week of Term 1, it is fitting to pause and reflect on what has been 

a wonderful start to the school year. Our students have embraced many enriching opportunities, 

including the Year 5/6 Camp to Canberra, the introduction of our School Representative Council, 

fundraising through Project Compassion, participation in the Big Water Walk, Harmony Day 

activities and so much more. These experiences continue to strengthen our sense of community 

and student leadership.  

 

I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to Mrs Martyn and her family on the joyful 

arrival of their beautiful baby daughter, Quinn Isabel. We give thanks for this precious new life 

and pray for God’s continued blessing upon Quinn and her family as they begin this special new 

chapter together.  

 

I would also like to sincerely thank all families for their understanding and support during the 

recent school closure as we came together to mark our respect for the life of Anne Kerlin. Your 

compassion and solidarity during this time has been deeply appreciated and reflects the caring 

spirit of our school community.  

 

This week has reminded us of the circle of life, holding both joy and sorrow — moments of new 

beginnings alongside times of farewell. As we journey through the season of Lent, we are invited 

to reflect, pray and deepen our faith, trusting in God’s promise of hope, renewal and life.  

 

Loving God,  

We thank You for the gift of new life, for the memories of those we love and miss, and for the 

strength of our faith community. As we continue our Lenten journey, help us to walk with 

compassion, gratitude and hope. May Your peace be with all our families now and always.  

Amen. 

 

I wish all our community a wonderful Easter break and safe school holiday.  

God bless. 

Andrea O’Connor  

  

LIFTING STUDENT VOICE AT ST MARY’S  
This term, St Mary’s has proudly introduced our Student Representative Council (SRC) as part of 

a key school improvement goal focused on strengthening student voice. This initiative has been 

directly informed by valuable feedback from our parent and student surveys, which highlighted 

the importance of students feeling heard, valued and involved in shaping their school experience. 

The SRC provides a formal structure for students to share ideas, contribute to decision-making 

and take an active role as stakeholders within our school community.  

 

Already, our SRC members have demonstrated leadership and enthusiasm by organising and 

supporting whole-school events such as the Big Water Walk and Harmony Day. They have 

also identified priorities for improvement, including the need for new playground equipment, and 

are taking on increasing responsibility through supporting assemblies and promoting positive play 

and leadership in the playground. We are incredibly proud of the way our students are stepping 

into these roles with confidence, initiative and a strong sense of responsibility, and we look 

forward to seeing their continued impact across the school.  

 

The next group of SRC members will commence in early Term 2.  

  

School Notices 
Yard Supervision: 

Morning:  8:30 - 8:55am 

Afternoon: 3:20 -3:35pm 

  

Bell Times: 

School Begins 8:55am 

Recess:  11:10–11:30am 

Lunch: 1:30 -2:20pm 

Finish: 3:20pm 

 

Student Absences: 

Please phone the office 

by 9:00am if your child 

will not be at school on 

57 521808. 

Or mark absence on 

PAM. 

 

 
TERM 1 2026 

27th January- 

2nd April 

TERM 2 

20th April – 

26th June 

TERM 3 

Monday 13th July- 

Friday 18th September 

TERM 4 

6th October  - 

19th December 

 

MASS TIMES 

Myrtleford 

Saturday @ 5:00pm 

Sunday   @ 9.00am 

Bright 

Sunday  @ 11:00am 

St Patricks Whorouly 

Last Sunday of the 

Month  @ 6:00pm 

 

 Click on the link 

 

mailto:principal@smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057649051178


 

 

 

ANZAC DAY  
St Mary's PS have been invited by the Myrtleford RSL to commemorate ANZAC Day on Saturday 25th April at the 11am service. 

Student representatives will lay a wreath as mark of respect.  

 

St Mary’s will hold a liturgy ran by the SRC on Friday the 24th April at 2:30pm. Families are welcome to attend.  

  

PERFORMING ARTS  
This term, students have been actively engaged in our Performing Arts program, developing their skills in the discipline of dance 

and currently exploring learning within the drama space. Through these creative experiences, students are building 

confidence, self-expression and collaboration skills as they experiment with movement, role-play and performance. The 

performing arts support students to communicate ideas, emotions and stories in meaningful ways, while also strengthening 

creativity, empathy and resilience. It has been wonderful to see students step outside their comfort zones, encourage one 

another and grow as confident, expressive learners.  

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

APRIL 
Monday 20th  School closure Day (Learning & Teaching: CESL) 

Tuesday 21st  First Day Term 3 for Students  

Friday 24th  ANZAC Day Liturgy at School 2:30pm 

Saturday 25th  ANZAC Day Service 11am 

Tuesday 28th  Confirmation & Eucharist Parent information Evening 6:30pm Year 4 Room 

MAY 
Friday 1st Assembly 2:20pm Nagle Centre  

Thursday 7th  Whole School Learning Walk & shared Lunch (12:30pm -1:30pm) 

Friday 8th  Mother’s Day Breakfast 8:15am 

Thursday 14th  Cross Country 11:30 – 1:30pm 

Friday 15th  2027 Foundation Open Morning 10am  

Friday 15th  Assembly 2:20pm Nagle Centre 

Tuesday 19th  Year 5/6 Wellbeing Presentation EMPAC 2pm 

Thursday 21st  Wellbeing Day (PMP12 - & St Mary’s Primary School) 

Tuesday 26th  National Sorry Day School Liturgy 10am 

Wednesday 27th  National Simultaneous Storytime “Luna Roo” 

Friday 29th  Assembly 2:20pm Nagle Centre 

JUNE 
Wednesday 3rd Division Cross Country Wangaratta 

Friday 5th  School Closure Day (Wellbeing: CESL)  

Monday 8th  Public Holiday  

Thursday 11th   School Closure Day 

Friday 12th  Regional Cross Country  

Friday 12th  Assembly 2:20pm Nagle Centre 

Monday 15th  St Mary’s Performing Art Festival 

Sunday 21st Confirmation & Eucharist Mass 9am  

Monday 22nd  Ovens & Mitta Division Winter Sports (Year 5/6) 

Wednesday 24th  Whole School End of Term Mass 11:30am 

Thursday 25th  School Reports Released via SIMON 

Friday 26th  Last Day Term 2  

 

      SCREEN TIME TIPS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
With school holidays coming up, many of us notice 

screen time creeping up quickly. Dr Becky’s podcast 

episode on screen habits is a great reminder that kids do 

well when we set clear, calm expectations before the 

break begins. 

It’s also a good time to check parental controls on 

devices—things like time limits, app restrictions, and 

scheduled downtime. These simple settings can help 

prevent long gaming sessions and reduce those 

end-of-day battles none of us enjoy. 



You can find Dr Becky’s episode in School TV under the topic “Internet Addiction”, you will see many terrific resources, 

including this one in the Resources tab. Happy Holidays everyone!  

      

 

CATHOLIC IDENTITY NEWS 

 

Celebrating the 250th Anniversary of the Founding of the Presentation Sisters Congregation  
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2026  

RECONCILIATION  
On Tuesday March 31st: Oliver Barbisan, Bryce Dato-On, Kokoda DeMarchi, Eve Fitzpatrick, Bailey Kimball, 

Jamie Muccio, William Muccio, Harper Richter, Summer Sacco and Stephanie Hellebrand received the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for the first time. The candidates have prepared over the last four weeks, completing sessions on: Loving, 

Choosing, Forgiving and Celebrating.  

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 



I would like to thank all of the candidates and their families for being so dedicated and focused during this time. The candidates 

have taken another important step in their faith journey and we congratulate them on such an important step.  

Congratulations 

       

 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM DATES FOR 2026  
This program is a Parish based program and anyone within the parish can participate. They do not need to attend St Mary’s 

to participate and receive the Sacraments.  

 

UPCOMING DATES  
Confirmation and First Eucharist: Parent Information Evening - Tuesday April 28th at 6:30pm in the Year 4 room.  

  

Confirmation and First Eucharist Sacramental Mass:  Sunday June 21st  at 9am  St Mary’s Church 

  

PROJECT COMPASSION 2026 - THANK YOU  

Thank you to all our students and families for their generous donations to our Project Compassion 

fundraising this term.   

We have raised over $2,500 this term so far. We will print the final figure in the first newsletter in Term 2. 

 
Have a wonderful Easter and holiday break,  

Jo Bennett (Catholic Identity Leader)  

 

   



JLC NEWS 

 

Dear Families, 

Thank you to all our Junior Learning Community families for joining us at our first Learning Expo for the year. It was wonderful 

to see such a strong turnout, and the students were absolutely thrilled to share their achievements from across the term. Their pride 

was unmistakable, and your support made the event even more special.  

 

As we head into the Easter break and holiday period, we wish you and your families a safe, restful, and joy-filled time together. 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back refreshed for another great term of learning.  

 

FOUNDATION 
It is hard to believe we are already at the end of Term 1. The students have had a wonderful start to their Foundation year and 

have made a very positive beginning to school life. They are becoming more confident with routines, settling well into learning, 

and should feel very proud of all they have achieved so far. It has been a great term, and the class is on track with their learning as 

we head towards Easter and the school holidays. 

 

LITERACY 
In Literacy, the students have been learning their Set 1 letter sounds and names. So far, we have learned m, s, t and a, and the 

children have been building confidence in recognising these letters and saying their sounds. We have also begun learning how to 

use this letter-sound knowledge to help read simple words. This is an important early step in reading and takes time, practice and 

encouragement as children continue developing confidence. 

 

MATHS 
In Maths, we have been focusing on early number skills. The students have been learning to count to ten and back, count 

collections to five and ten, represent numbers 0–5 on a five-frame, and match collections to numerals. We have also been 

comparing collections, exploring “one more”, reading and writing numerals 0–5, and practising subitising collections to five. The 

class has worked very well in this area and is building a strong foundation in number.  

 

HOLIDAY PRACTICE 
Over the holidays, a little bit of simple practice will be helpful. Revising the 

letter sounds and names we have learned so far (m, s, t, a), having a go at 

reading simple words, and practising counting to 10 and back will all 

support the children well. You might also like to count small groups of 

objects at home, match collections to numbers, and practise recognising and 

writing numerals 0–5. It would also be helpful for the children to practise 

writing the focus letters with correct letter formation and having a go 

at writing their name. Short, positive practice is plenty and helps build 

confidence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF TERM 
As we move towards Easter and the school holidays, I would like to thank families for your support throughout the term. It has 

been a very pleasing first term of learning, and I am proud of the way the students have started their Foundation year. 

 

I wish all families a happy and holy Easter, and a safe and enjoyable holiday break.  

Mr Corcoran and Mrs Sharp  

 



YEAR 1- LITERACY HOLIDAY IDEAS 
Students now know how to write sentences using a capital letter, a full stop or a question mark, spacing 

between the words and how to read to check for meaning. They have been using dotted third paper in 

their workbooks and know to write on the baseline and form their letters correctly on the dotted lines. If 

you are wanting to do some work on the holidays, this is a perfect activity for you and your child to do.  

 

Your child has been practising reading with fluency. When you read with your child, they should not be 

sounding out every individual sound of every word. If this is the case, the text is too hard for them to 

practise fluency. In foundation we learned to sound out words, now we need to learn to read the words 

smoothly with a regular pace. In class we set a timer and see how much of a text we can read in a 

minute and then we try and beat our personal best by reading the same text the following day.  We also have Decodable Readers 

Australia back online for reading practise too. There are some terrific activities in the books to do also. If you are wanting to do 

some work on the holidays, this is a perfect activity for you and your child to do.  

 

MATHS HOLIDAY IDEAS 
Your child can now make groups of objects from a given number eg. 8 counters – ask your child to make groups of 4 counters – 

how many groups are there? They can use tally marks to count a collection eg. 12 bees – ask your child to use tally marks to 

record the number of bees. Buy a packet of pop sticks and some rubber bands and ask your child to bundle them into tens and ones 

to count how many there are.  Ask them to identify how many tens and how many ones. They should be able to write a number 

bond for this. These activities will help your child grasp a good understanding of place value. 

    
 

Warm regards,  

Carolyn Deith (Classroom Teacher), Nicole Richardson (MiniLit) and Anna Millar (Education Support)   

 

YEAR 2JH  

RELIGION – HOLY WEEK  
In this Holy Week, we have been reflecting on the importance of each day, beginning with Palm Sunday. It was lovely to hear 

some of the children talking about their experience at Church on Sunday and it was great to look out our classroom window and 

see the huge palms at the entrance of St Mary’s Church. The students re-enacted the events of the Last Supper and shared some 

bread and drink as a reflection of this important day. We wish everyone a happy and holy Easter break.  

 

       



EXPO  
Thank you for coming along to our Learning Expo on Tuesday. The students loved sharing their work with you all. 

     

LITERACY – SPELLING/READING AND COMPREHENSION  
This week we have been completing some end of term InitiaLit assessments in both Spelling and Reading 

Comprehension. I’m happy to discuss the results any of these with you early next term, if you are interested. Here are some photos 

of the Year Two students completing their fluency and partner reading to each other. This is done regularly in our literacy 

lessons.  

      
Please continue listening to your children reading over the break and have a wonderful Easter and holiday. Looking forward to 

seeing you all in Term Two.  

Julie    



SLC NEWS 

 

What an amazing first term. The SLC students are to be congratulated on their positive approach to many new learning 

experiences.  

 

This term, our SLC students have engaged deeply not only with the Year 5/6 curriculum, but also with a wide range of new 

learning opportunities. Here are just a few highlights:  

• Canberra Camp  

• New SRC leadership roles  

• Monday morning flag raising and prayer duty  

• Friday afternoon assemblies  

• Year 6 buddy program  

• NAPLAN  

• Zone swimming sports achievements  

• Open Day school tours  

  

Next term, we look forward to completing our care boxes, which will be delivered to one of the schools in the Longwood area. We 

hope these boxes bring a little joy to another child’s life and offer comfort as they navigate the emotions that follow the 

experience of a fire.  

 

We will run an election and round up our inquiry topic on democracy. Our new inquiry topic for Term 2 will be Australia as a 

nation 1900-2000. 

 

ENGLISH 

We have now finished reading War Horse. If you feel comfortable, you may choose to let your child watch the film at home; 

however, we are unable to show it at school as it is rated M. In Term 2, we will begin our new class text, Waves by Donna 

Rawlins. We will continue to focus on developing the structure of narrative writing, including the use of similes, conjunctions, 

and expanded sentences. Throughout the term, students will also continue visiting the library and are expected to read a personal 

novel as part of their home reading.   

 

MATHS  
In mathematics we will be working with area and perimeter, fractions, decimals and probability. If your child still struggles with 

their times tables, please continue to focus on this at home.  

 

RELIGION 

Thank you to the /students/families who have donated to the Care Boxes. The students continue to work on these with such 

attention to detail. We will write letters of support to accompany them.   

 

TERM 2 ASSEMBLY AND FLAG RAISING ROSTER.  

Term 2  Date  Flag Bearers  Assembly/Presenter  

1  Tuesday 21st April  Lachie & James  Carlos  

2  Monday 27th April  Harry & Jasper  James  

3  Monday 4th May  Freddy & Carlos  Thenuk  

4  Monday 11th May  Luca & Heidi  Kaydence  

5  Monday 18th May  Uriah & Paddy  Evie  

6  Monday 25th May  Kaydence & Freddy  Skyler  

7  Monday 1st June  Kristina & Evie  Paddy  

8  Tuesday 9th June   Skyler & Max  Luca  

9  Monday 15th June  Thenuk & Clare   Rylan  

10  Monday 22nd June  Sienna & Kaydence  Jayden  

11  Monday 29th June  Rylan & Carlos  Harry  

 

Have a safe and happy holiday, enjoy not having to make lunches! 

SLC Teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

   
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 



EASTER RAFFLE 
Thank you to our wonderful families for the generous Easter Raffle prizes and donations.  We are delighted to share that a total of 

$664.20 was raised.  

Parents and Friends Committee.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


